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(Sixth in a series about

United Way-funded agencies.in
Laurens County)) -

The Laurens County First
Steps Partnership serves . the

“mission of the South Carolina

" First Steps to School Readiness
of leveraging mnvro and ?ﬁﬁﬁ
resources to increase the pre-
paredness of children entering
first grade and vﬂsm mﬁonmmmg

5 who até ammnma a
- early-school faglure.
In a county where more:than

60 percent of kindergarten stu-
dents dre identified for free and

reduced lunches and as many as-

24 percent of children ages 0-5
are :Snm in poverty, Em_“ satall
mission to carry out,

With a similar mission, the

United Way of Lavrens County

has helped by allocating $5.000
this year to be used for First
.Steps’ “Countdown to’ Kinder-
garten” program to help students

who’ve completed 4-year-old.

kindergarien be more Eﬂumﬂ&
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gust,
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irst Steps helps
children
m@. @Hmﬂ mamao

dw:& 2&%

mas_ w>

him in the Oocu&oim wﬂomﬂmﬁ :

working with him more in-
tensely to reinforce ‘what he

learned as a h-woﬁ.oa mwo mma :

ecutive Direetor Edith-Da

Davis said 26° &E&du were -
served ?nosmw Oo .Eoﬁ& o

each and loading:them
backpacks " full of - g0k and
"-gther educational: materials

- “Research::shows: that. they -
mop.moﬁ a'lot over: the ‘sumimer,
“and of course, 5K is’ ot SH; it
-used to-be. There’s a ﬂoﬁ BS.@ 0.
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' During_First, mmmwm NEE&.

meeting Oct. 8, board B@B_uﬂm
heard one of the: Countdown: to

Kindergarten teachers tell about -

"a student she didn’ ;o:n< Was
ready to make the: transition be-

tween- h-%oE..O.E Emamummﬂwu :

~“But aftér mumn&bm tipme é:& -

c___wm._ Emu.. Hh.s

m:oomﬁoz we've had and it’ss
what we mmwg Emﬁ for” said -
ﬁmﬁgm County First Steps Ex-

he was Hmm% for mnroc “thig™

fail,” said Hal Milam, nEE., of
the local Hu.n.mﬁ wﬁocm woma

“That’s g&mﬁ First mﬁmmm is all.
about —. that child _umEm Hmm% ;
for school. The. United 2@.
helped us moEm<n that sﬁw him-
and ‘fnany others mba we can’t:

thank them enough;

summer Eomﬁmﬁ in Pisirict 55,
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Pilot Program- AOUmm.S, First

Steps has_shifted. its focus.and

funding t to Eo oxwmmﬂon Sn mau-_

licly-funded 4K classes in non-

- First Steps. Emo ‘conducts mm.

- 4K ‘programs. through the MQE_.,”. .

'school district . settings,’ like

ing to 0-3 anid - We've mena
more m:ﬂ%bm to mﬁi rﬁmm&\
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As part of that focus, and
with a Center of Excellence des-
ignation and accompanying
$300,000 grant, Laurens County -

First Steps is offering scholar-

ships to eligible families moH 4-
year-old = kindergarten = - at
Thornwell Child Development.
Center, parent education’ pro-
Zrams, health screenings and

other support. for children;-as

well as training for’ ngmom_.d
workers -and oﬁq oﬁcomﬂos
professionals. :

First Steps no!umzwm to Te~

ceive the majority of its money’

from the state, butis.ialso
charged with its own fundrais-

ing.. JEE AR
With a $619,280 annual
budget this. year,
County First Steps can: use 963\
contribution it can get. -

“Laurens County mmm” mﬁum ‘
is very grateful to the United

Way forits ‘contributions to the
Tives of uSEwm children in oﬁ
‘community,” said ?Ema L

“First Steps is Such- a <&=.

able partner to du:ma ém% of
‘said United: -

Laurens County,”
Way Executive: Unanﬂo_. Caro-
line Thomas: :49@ ofter Fifst

‘Steps is the conneéting point be-.

tween United Way-and its early

childhood E:Emﬁm E6 HBmmT .
_ nation Library. - .
“Many of the o?Eng Ea..

mmBEmw who are involved in the
First Steps’

fered through memEﬁEb ‘Li-

brary. We are, fortunate in this_
commuaity to have a’ EomHmB.

like First mﬁmm o

Laurens -
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W_ummnmmnou uuomnmnnm ‘have:
reaped the literacy benefits oT.



